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A History of Western Philosophy
In his writing, A History of Western Philosophy, W. T. Jones is right to state that our current understanding of the universe is essentially secular and natural like that of the Greeks. Jones wrote this statement in the 18th century. This timing is highly significant since at that time, the understanding of philosophers in regards to the earth was shallow, thus his statement was validated (Eralp, 2018, p. 15). His statement bares truth because by that time, the Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) folks that he refers to as “our” did not perceive the invisible material staffing processes underlying that which is visible. Their focus was rather to understand the world through the seen things and not the unseen reality of the universe (Jones, pg., 1).
Jones describes this current understanding of the universe as essentially secular. Essentially, means to emphasize the basic, fundamental, or intrinsic nature of a person or thing (Oxford Dictionary). Secular on the other hand refers to the state of being unrelated or neutral in regards to religion (Oxford Dictionary). Thus by saying essentially secular, Jones meant that our basic understanding of the universe, meaning all matter and space considered as a whole, was basically founded on the outer characteristics that our eyes could define and not what eluded the eyes. This is an understanding that he equates to the understanding of the Greeks of Socrates and Plato’s time (Jones, 1979, p. 22). This similarly is the perception of the modern society that is the recent communities (Oxford Dictionary), of the natural, meaning existing in or derived from nature (Oxford Dictionary).
In conclusion, our understanding of the universe is essentially secular and natural like the Greeks. This is so because according to Jones, our understanding of the universe was shallowly based on the visible with no attention to the invisible. I agree to this statement because priory to the understanding of the hidden processes and forms of the universe, our understanding was shallow. Secondly, most of the olden philosophers could not settle to unravel the mysteries behind the earth’s processes. They rather believed that understanding nature was less simple and rather very straight forward. Compared to the truth, this position adds to the conclusion that our understanding of the universe is essentially secular and natural like the Greeks. Thirdly, the Greeks themselves were not wise enough to ascertain the invisible world. As the leading knowledgeable philosophers of all times, the world over followed the Greeks philosophy. Since from the very beginning, they had this concept wrong, then definitely the assumptions of our philosophers up to the time of Jones were probably out of context (Marra, 2017, p. 7-10). 
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